The

Eco League In the News

Eco League Schools among “Coolest” on Sierra Club List

Three of the five Eco League colleges made Sierra™ s e | i df the cdolespschdold. The magazine sent
out 11-page questionnaires to 900 colleges and universities across the United States, asking them to
detail their sustainability efforts. The surveys were ranked in a rigorous process that measured
commitment to sustainability in categories that included energy supply, efficiency, food, academics,
purchasing, transportation, waste management, administration, financial investments, and a catchall
section titled other initiatives.

Green Mountain College, at the very top of the list, opened a $5.8 million combined heat and
power (CHP) biomass plant on Earth Day, 2010. In his remarks to about 300 students, faculty, staff, and
community members, president Paul Fonteyn declared that by next year GMC would become the first
college in the country to reach carbon neutrality after reducing carbon emissions by more than 50%.
Throughout the core curricula and across disciplines, GMC students may choose from a number of
courses focused on or directly related to developing an understanding of sustainability. Twenty-six Green
Mountain faculty are engaged in direct research to improve society's understanding of sustainability.

True to their environmental missions, other top ranking Eco League colleges stood out with innovative

sustainability projects. College of the Atlantic’ sew residence complex was built with the latest
green design features including a foot of insulation, a super efficient wood pellet boiler, in-floor radiant
heat, and composting toil et dle-buskhésecurricdumandaho c o
affiliated "venture incubator" to encourage eco-entrepreneurs.

Northland College’ &mpus sustainability initiatives include Dexter library. Formerly an inefficient,
power-hungry building, the library was renovated in 2008 and is now a sleek example of what you can

build with a little environmental awareness. The library is primarily heated by 30 geothermal wells
extending 230" into the earth producing plen
leader in the opportunities it provides students to take an active role in changing the way the campus

does business. The students with work-study positions in campus sustainability (22 people, totaling more
than three percent of all students at Northland) graduate with skills that position them for careers in the
growing field of sustainability.

Get more details about:

0 The Sierra Cool School list and ranking system at:
http://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/201009/coolschools/default.aspx

o Green Mountain Collegebs Biomass facility at:
http://www.greenmtn.edu/sustainability/facilities _operations/buildings _energy/biomass-facility.aspx

o College of the Atlanticbébs Kathryn W. Davis Res
http://coa.edu/kathyrn-w-davis-residence-village.htm

o Northland Coll egebés campus sustainability init]
http://www.northland.edu/sustainability-campus-initiatives-green-building.htm
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